14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014

October 28, 1972
TO ALL MEMBERS

Dear Comrades,

This is to inform you of the resignation from the party of.
15 members, who had constituted themselves as the "Leninist
Faction."

The national office was first informed of the formation of
the "Leninist Faction" in a letter dated May 15, 1972, signed
by Barbara Gregorich. Subsequently, some members in the Boston,
Twin Cities, Chicago and Washington branches announced that
they were members of the "Leninist Faction.”

During the Socialist Activists and Educational Conference,
four members of the "Leninist Faction" who were members of the
party, and one member of the YSA who claimed to be a member of
the "Leninist Faction," resigned from the SWP and YSA, stating
they were joining the Spartacist League. An issue of Spartacist,
sold outside the Socialist Activists and Educational Conference,
reprinted their letter of resignation.

In a letter dated October 26, 1972, the remaining members
of the "Leninist Faction" re31gned from the party. A statement
by "lLeninist Faction" members indicated that they plan to es-
tablish a new group.

The members who have resigned are: Barbara Gregorich, Phil
Passen, John McCann, Dave E., Pam E., Jon G., Peter G., Katherine -
P., Rich G., Ginny T., Fred ¥., Carole F., Earl B., Vivian B.,
and Steve S.

Comradely,

@Myfw

Barry Sheppard
National Organization Secretary
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CF AnsIGualTON OF 4ric LenINISY FACKION PRON Gds SWP

Sl In thé Beclaration of the Leninist Yaction we siated:

qhe current progren of ibe SwWP is sharply counteruosed

to the xevolvtlonar" nerit tage of *he pnrfv znd to the

-teacqings of Marx, cngels, Lenln dnn 1rotsxv.
The end result of *ne o¥iP's Llight from revolutionary Marxism

i,ie its degener=iion into a party,wknxnxxhxrx based on the petty_ 5#.

;bourgeoisie end existing as en obstagle to the class strugrle..lg5ﬁf~f

The sum and substance of the SWP's program can‘be stated 1nithraczh;

words{’Pacifism; Liquidationism:léndvheformism{

,;Party s xefae Pacifism can be seen 1n its position that basic

ontradictions of cdpitalism such as imuerialist war can be

fsolved within the context of capitalism by blocking with the

liberal wing af the bouréeoisie in building maqs demonstra-

tiona which say nothing about the fundamental class conflict

ot aooiety and wnlch are notlvated as presaure on the bourgeoi-

sie to_withdram American troogs.‘ Imperialist war can not be

aolved‘by the organisation of semi-year;y parades wnich are

pqrialist war be ended. ;};”J;ﬁi.

&he Party 8 xnfnxmkxm 1iQuidatidniSm‘isTeipréééé§ 1hfitéfp6iy;f

Vanguardlst aooroaeh to tf e'strugglesfegainstiihefoppreésiOnif:




iy ;T‘ffcf women and r~cial and national minorities. Kather <than

‘ trying to draw the ' ments into the class struggle under the

(fi*:,f7 leadership of ine vanguard party they liyuidate the political
;Qgﬁf‘ necessity for tre party and call on Blacks and Chicenos to

’vbuild;their okablack and ‘hicano parties separate and anart

W

from the white workers and from each other.

. Along with the above examples the Party's reformism is»also;?

"f;expreSsed in ite calling upon women and blacks to struggle out+ ,fL;“f”

\~side tne class struggle thus solidlfying the illusion thdt the4

:oppreesion of Blacks and women can be solved within the capital- N

’fist system if just enough of tnem get out in tha atreets and

’-Adeuonstrate for things like control of tne bourgeoLa pilice.,'

On thé thé6ret1ca1'o1ane the Party's.reférmism 15 ;xbfeésédrlnf
Zits complete smothering of the dlfference between proleta‘ian
democraqy and bourgeois denocraey.‘ Inatead the Party tries{
to nake it appear that proletarian damocracy 15 Just an exten_

lion and growth of bourgeois democracy rather than being fun—

;damentally oounterposed to 1t.

 §he Leninist Faction on the ouher hand spes the nacesaity of‘
f‘smashing the bourgeoia state not oontrz}ling 1u., We aee the
,f?vnecessity of the workine class struggling for thP dietatorship
)   of the proletaridt under whlch the bgurgeoisie will be repres~
‘ fued not voting as irnest Mandel would ha;si*t.:7W9 rea&ise and

,L ye will propagandibe 10 the working class th \at it 13 only through




'\,;;

yvtht dictatoranlp ot the proletariai tual tue oppressiou Qf
;3,wom3n, Blacks &rnd Chicenos will be bnced a& that imperialist
~§ar'wiil ve ended.

Our ré slgne tlon is ﬂot an act which we nave toiten lightly.

ﬁhere'are two fundameut¢1 considcrﬂtionq wh 1ch dlctate this

'move Qn our part. Ffirst is the fact thut the 5wk does not

gfunction unuer the norws ; of democratic centralism but unde;ié
ﬂ:mockerj of tnose norms.. éhare is no "1eg@l“-way t6’réach'£he~
7 ranks,w1tn our politics (except through indlviduul discussions)
?for 21 moutha out of every two years. Only for three montha ’
;duting an entire two year perlod is political d1snussion allowed

This is wnat tae Party lcddership calls. damocracyi

‘Along with this‘gspect of tne p“rty is the fact fhat there is?

nowlarbe prolvtarian &1ement witnin the party for Ls to min over.

ﬁLong gone are the days when the .::WP was prolatarian 1n compo-
.sition., nven 8o if there were slgnifiCant forcea 1n leftward

"motion 1t would be necesaany for uB to remaﬂn withim the Party

’and tryato w*n them to our program.f uowever the elements of"

'the Part 1wh1uh dre~noving to the left at this time represent

‘a very small percentuge of }arty memhershlp.; And even theee
elementu havé gg*progrum around which to s+ruggle within the
-Party.w Howaver, the fault does not lie with these uomrades,
’;but in the fact tnd1 ere thpse Lomradeﬂ_ c attcapt to 1ormﬁ~
‘"late a pro"rum tney woula no. 'ouot be e;uwl%ed for as we all

(| knOW'tne*summer

of odd numbered chra 14 the ti&e foz pol—




';itics. fhe other three seasons and even numbered years are the

time ior activisz. 7 ‘ . | R ;;

3 D)

Upon sepdra*l 18 ouréélves'from~the refornist swamp anich nas

ﬁll i*se1f s Party of Socialisets ana horkers vet,

the gall to c

we 1ntend tc bex'up-u en 1ndependenf organisation which will’

root itseli in the workirg class and functioh~under the Leﬁin;

ist princ1plas or democratic ceutra11~m whdre minoriti 8 are

otTStigmdxiseu but are 1ooked upon a8 a Bitn of ferment and

lgraw‘th w1th1n ine quty. ¥e will form an organlsatlon wnere

'political differences are not hldden from the public but

'brought out 1nto the open.‘

To those oomrades who remain in the SWP we urge you to re—4
analyse the Party and 1ts development., heturn to the li!ing‘

warka of Marxism.‘ We urge thoee of you who wouldrbe revolutionf

ista and desire to further tha class struggle *o join’with us
’in x&lentng the developmnnt of the nuulous of the futurevrav-

aolutionary vanguard party., A party which will be based on

thc principles of democvatic-centralism, proletarlan interna

stionalism, and an unswerving 1ova1ty to tae working elasu an

1ts atruggle against capitalism.;if 




